Dayanand Dashamee & Rishi Bodh 


Dayanand Dashamee: As per the Vedic (Hindu) calendar, Maharshi Swami Dayanand Saraswati 
was born on the Dashamee Tithi of Phalguna Krishna Paksha (10" day of waning moon phase of the 
lunar month Phalguna) which corresponds to February 12, 1824 of the Common Era. 


Rishi Bodh, celebrated at the time of Mahashivaratri, commemorates the ‘awakening of the 
conscience’ that triggered the transformation of Moolshankar into Maharshi Swami Dayanand 
Saraswati 


Mahashivratri was the turning point in the life of child MoolShankar. 
During the night vigil to be blessed with the darshan (sight) of the real 
Shiva he witnessed rodents desecrating the prasad (offerings). No one 
could explain the inability of the idol to save itself from that fate. He 
was not the first nor the last to witness such things ...alas!, we all it play 
down to negligible events ...instead of seeking Rnowledge about the real 
characteristics, actions and nature of the One-And-Only God, the 
Supreme Creator, who sustains the universe, revealed the knowledge of 
the Veda at the creation of the human species. 





At the demise of his much-loved sister and uncle, the replies to his queries about “what’s 
next after death?” left him more perplexed. We all live the same turmoil each time when 
someone near and dear to us departs this life ...but we forget about the questions that run 
in our minds as soon as we leave the premises where the funeral rites are done. 
Moolshankar left home and set forth in quest of true knowledge, wandered for about 14 years 
and finally got the answers in the knowledge through the ‘arsha granthas’ (vedas and related 
texts) at the ashram of Guru Virjanand. 


An eminent scholar of Sanskrit and the Vedas, the scriptures of Sanatan Dharma, M. 

Dayanand Saraswati founded Arya Samaj in 1875 with the sole objective of “doing good 
to the whole world by uplifting the physical, mental-moral-spiritual and social conditions 
of all.” The ten principles of the Arya Samaj constitute a masterplan for good social 
construct. 
His clarion call “back to the Vedas” was to bring humanity under strong universal concepts 
such as: Manurbhava Daivyam Janam — be human in thoughts, words and deeds; Krinvanto 
Vishvam-Aryam - be noble in character, actions and nature; Sangachchhadhwam 
Samvadadhwam Samvo Manaansi Jaanatam - let’s walk together, and our minds be in 
accord. 

Swami Dayanand authored some 70 books amongst which the ‘“Satyaartha Prakash” 
is indeed a masterpiece. It augurs the way forward for a better world as a compendium of 
knowledge with a wide panoply of topics: Om and the various other names of Ishvar (God) 
each describing one of the characteristics, actions and nature; family life; holistic 
education; commencement, post studies induction to an ethical social and work life; 
retirement and ascetic life as opportunity to delve more in spirituality as well as guide 
others through the sharing of life knowledge and experiences; the science of good 
governance and politics; Ishvar (God) as existent, conscious, all-blissful, omnipresent, all- 
pervading, omniscient, formless...; creation of the universe; Moksha-Mukti (salvation); 


righteous conduct and diet; a comparative analysis of the beliefs of other faiths, sects, 
religions across India and the world. 

The RigVedaadi-Bhaashya-Bhumikaa is a roadmap to the correct interpretation of the 
Vedas, and Sanskaar Vidhi is a recipe to creating better generations of human beings 
through the 16 sanskaaras (sacraments). 

Swami Dayanand proved to the world that Sanatan Dharma, firmly rooted in the 
infallible authority of the Vedas, is monotheistic, i.e. ‘‘one-and-only God” as the Supreme 
Being: Ekam SadVipraa Bahudaa Vadanti - the truly learned (sad-vipraa) call (vadanti) the 
one God (Ekam) by many names (bahudaa); Hiranyagarbha... patireka-aaseet - God is the 
one-and-only creator, sustainer and ruler of the universe; na dviteeyo na triteeto, na 
chaturtho... - there is no second, third, fourth or N God, i.e. NO multiple gods; and devas 
are not gods and goddesses, rather benefactors which may be living beings (father, 
mother, educators, sponsors...) or non-living beings (earth, water, air, energy, space...). 

Swamiji explicitly condemned practices such as idol worship, animal sacrifice, 
pilgrimages, priest craft, offerings made in temples, the birth-based caste system, child 
marriages, meat-eating, child marriage, and discrimination against women on the grounds 
that these practices were nowhere found in the Vedas. He opposed beliefs that run 
contrary to common sense and logic. 

The Arya Samaj as a unique institution to carry forward the works of Maharshi 
Dayanand emphasizes on the making of mankind through right karma; advocates the Law 
of Karma and rebirth; promotes a holistic approach to education for all, the rights of 
children and women; rights to healthcare; advocates an equitable judiciary and 
competencies-based meritocracy; stands against discrimination, blind faith, superstitions. 
Arya Samaj members were the core of the initial movement calling for ‘Swaraj”, self-rule 
— independence as the British colonial power had widened its influence by impoverishing 
India. 


Swami Dayanand’s life is an inspiration to those people who choose to excel in life by 
treading on the path of dharma, righteous living. 


Acharya Bramdeo Mokoonlall 


